
“Closing the Perceptual-Conceptual Gap — The narcissism of representational systems” Victor 
Parchment (University of Western Ontario)

ABSTRACT 

The “traditional view” of tracking theories characterizes our mental content in terms of causal 
relations between external objects and mental representations of those objects. This view is 
challenged by Kathleen Akins on the grounds that our sensory systems are narcissistic, in that 
they have narrow operational interests that do not always preference objective reality. This being 
the case, how do we develop useful conceptual representations about the external world using 
narcissistic sensors? This paper will argue that Akins’ concept of narcissism can be applied to 
conceptual representations, and that this explains how we can reliably interact with the external 
world. 

 __________

“Pain and Pleasure: Wittgenstein and the Possibility of Aesthetic Experience as Private 
Language” Daoud Al-Janabi (University of Leeds)

ABSTRACT

This paper considers whether aesthetic experience can be considered private language as defined 
by Ludwig Wittgenstein in his Philosophical Investigations. It lays out Wittgenstein’s argument 
against the feasibility of a truly private language from rule following, particularly focusing on his 
example of pain. From here the potential of aesthetic experience as private language is explored 
before finally concluding that some aesthetic experiences can be considered instances of private 
expression rather than private language.

 __________

“The Phenomenology of Temporal Experience” Hilda Loury (University of California, Los 
Angeles) 

ABSTRACT

In this paper, I will explore the dissonance between “physical explanation” and “human 
experience,” while focusing on the experience of temporal passage. 

As a starting point, I will introduce J.E. McTaggart’s A-Series theory of time and B- Series 
theory of time. The A-Series illustrates how humans intuitively experience time; the past is fixed 
and expired, while the present moment seamlessly unfolds forward into an open future. On the 
other hand, the B-Series is very unlike the intuitive experience of time; “time” is merely the 
culmination of “static snapshots,” where each snapshot possesses different properties than the 
preceding snapshot and succeeding snapshot. Furthermore, there is no present moment or 
direction of time. For the purposes of this paper, and in agreement with McTaggart’s thesis, I will 
assume that the B-Series theory of time is true.  Second, I will consider two problematic 
implications of the B-Series, i.e. the knowledge asymmetry and the experience asymmetry. If the 



past and future are equally real and fixed, why do we only possess knowledge about the past, and 
know nothing of the future? Moreover, why do we exclusively experience time as unfolding in 
the direction of the future, and never toward the past?  Third, I will consider four possible 
explanations, which are grounded in physical mechanics or neural architecture, that aim to 
reconcile physical explanation with human experience, i.e. the static snapshot world of the B-
Series with the dynamic present as we experience it. These four theories are the Specious Present 
Theory, Retention Theory, Neuron Theory, and Blind Spot Theory. I will argue that no physical 
explanation can provide the reconciliation that I am looking for.  Fourth, I will consider cases 
that highlight the inconsistent and subjective nature of temporal flow to further motivate the 
peculiarity of and explanatory gap between physical explanation and human experience.  Finally, 
in section V, I will argue that the puzzle of temporal experience, i.e. the explanatory gap between 
physical explanation and human experience, boils down to a problem of qualia, and thus, is a 
result of the “hard problem of consciousness.” 

__________

“A Survey of Plausibility in Personal Identity Theory” Graeme O’Farrell (Carleton University)

ABSTRACT 

In the attempt to find a plausible theory of personal identity, different kinds of concerns present 
different sets of problems. The search is further complicated by the implications of different 
ontological foundations in philosophy of mind. Other-regarding concerns such as numerical 
identity over time and moral accountability, as well as self-regarding concerns such as self-
identification and personal character can be approached by a variety of epistemological theories. 
Complimentary theories which are insufficient on their own can be combined to more rigorously 
answer certain other-regarding or self-regarding concerns, but fail to address both sets of 
concerns simultaneously. While these sets of theories have practical value in our daily lives, they 
fall short of providing a metaphysical theory of personal identity. The popular personal identity 
theories discussed are dominated by materialist or dualist ontologies, and may provide answers 
to epistemic questions, but a unified metaphysical theory of personal identity appears to require a 
different approach which challenges popular ontological assumptions.  


